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Abstract

The objectives of a mixed method study is to investigate incidence, patterns
and risk factors related to abused and neglected child aged 0-18 years in the
catchment area of Nam Phong Hospital, Nam Phong district, Khon Kaen province. Of
the 13 villages, 4 villages were randomly selected. Five hundreds and thirty-one
children participated. Data were collected during September 1, 2005 -June 30, 2007
by well-trained research assistants using questionnaires for children and parents or
child care givers. They were living in the village in order to conduct surveillance and
report incidence of abuse and neglect as well as risk behaviors. In that connection,
identified cases, parents or child care givers, neighbors and village leaders were
interviewed in-depth and observed by the researchers. Quantitative data were
described as frequency and percentage. Chi-square test and logistic regression were
performed for analyzing association. Content analysis was employed for analyzing
qualitative data.

The results showed that abused and neglected children amounted to 40.7
percent. The majority were physical abuse (64.0%) followed by mental (26.1%). It was
reported that 8.3 percent were sexual abused and 1.6 percent neglected. Children
were mainly subjected to single form of abuse 83.2 and multi-form of abuse 16.8
percent. Mothers were mostly found as abusers (54.6%) followed by father (28.1%),
relative (15.6%) and neighbor/boy and girl friends (2.7%) In all.42.7 percent were found
in children aged 5-12 years. Regarding 7 children risk behaviors, 32.7 percent were
gambling smoking and drinking, followed by irregularities in emotion, function and
expression 26.0 percent, education 20.7 percent, sexuality 19.6 percent, health 8.7
percent, social interaction 5.7 percent and friendships 1.9 percent.

Factor associated statistically significant with abused and neglected (p value
< 0.05) categorized according to patterns as following; 1) physical abused, child
related factor was age, care-giver related factors was history of father abusive;

2) emotional abused, child related factors were age and sex, whereas care-giver
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related factors were history of father abusive, child spoil, moody; 3) sexual abused, as
there were limited number cases, risk factors could not be tested, 4) neglected,
care-giver related factor was parent sexual scandal.

Child aged 0-5 years old had physical abused 6.57 times higher than child
aged 13 years old up and child aged 6-12 years old had physical abused 2.28 times
higher than child aged 13 years old up. Child with history of parent abusive had
physical abused 7.08 times higher than no history of parent abusive. Child aged 6-12
years old had emotional abuse 2.73 time higher than child age 0-5 years old and child
aged 13 years old up had emotional abused 4.51 times higher than child age 0-5 years
old.

Boys had emotional abused 1.95 times higher than girls. Child with history
of father abusive had emotional abused 4.18 times higher than child without this
history. Child spoil had emotional abused 3.54 times higher than one who had not.
Child with parent having low tolerance of angry had emotional abused 2.39 times
higher than child without parent having. Child with parent having sexual scandal had
neglect 29.00 times of child without parent having.

The results of association between abuse and neglect with 7 risk behaviors
indicated that emotional risk had associated with emotional abused. Meanwhile, no
factors associated with physical abused, sexual abused and neglect. Child with
emotional problems had emotional abused 2.3 time higher than one had no.

On the parent sides, factors associated with abused and neglect were
1) individual characters including drinking, gambling, sexual scandal and divorce;
2) economic including middle and poor; 3) family relationships including quarrel,
domestic violence, especially among family which parent had less time to care child
because of working outside. On child sides, risk factors included going-out, having boy

friends and girl friends, lazy, non-responsibility, poor educational performance.
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